
A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Cyndi Holman | September 2026

“Congratulations to our own Bonnie Bucknam, who has a show of her 
quilts and paintings at the 610 Gallery in Ridgway.  My husband and I went 
to the reception Friday evening, and I was proud and happy to see a great 

showing of support from Friendship members.  
I know I’m beginning to sound like a broken record, but we are still looking 
for volunteers to help run this guild in 2027.  The first vacancies that need 
to be filled are those of a Nominating Committee.  The committee has two 
main responsibilities:  1) recruit members to serve on the board, and 2) run 
the election, which takes place at the November meeting.  The slate of 
nominees should be set and presented at the October meeting.  We are 
running out of time.  If you can help the guild in that capacity, see me 
ASAP.  
The August meeting was fabulous, wasn’t it?  We had a filled room, and the 
presentations by Jan, Verna, and Debbie were just wonderful.  I’ll never get 
tired of seeing the amazing talent of our members.  That’s something we 
should do even more often – showcase our members.  And speaking of 
showcasing our talent, we will have an opportunity to do just that at our 
November meeting.  That’s when we show off our quilts and toys/books 
for the Dolphin House staff.  I think we’re in either year 4 or 5 for this 
“challenge.”  It’s so successful, and I’m so proud that we have such great 
participation each year.  So don’t forget – a quilt for a young person – 
whether it’s a small child or a teenager, male or female, accompanied by a 
toy or book.  
Again – seriously – please consider stepping up to help Friendship guild 
move forward in 2027.” 

Cyndi    
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Reminder! Guild meetings are back at Friendship Hall in the Pioneer Room!

GUILD JOBS

Front Table: Nancy Hall, Cheryl 
Zabriskie
Snacks: Carolyn Ray, Nancy Hall, Gail 
Purnell,  Julie Leonard
Quilt Holders: Nancy Hall, Julie 
Leonard
Guest Welcome:

Board 20269 Committee Chairs

President: Cyndi Holman

Vice President: Bonnie Bucknam

Recording Secretary: Gail Sosa

Corresponding Secretary: 

Verna Mullet

Treasurer: Penny Peterson

Hospitality Chair: Nancy 

Williams and Sharon Yannaccone

Newsletter Editor: Deanna 

Chronister

Program Chair: Margaret Noah

Caring Quilts: Debi Saliman 

Historian: Karla Gilbert

Hope West Quilt: Jan Williams

Library Quilt:  Gail Fox

Library: Karla Gilbert

Quilt Show Liaison: Mary Ross

Retreat: Barb Crossan

Sunshine: Verna Mullet

Fundraising:

Scholarship:  Trish Knostman, 

Carolyn Ray and Gail Fox



Friendship Guild Meeting Minutes – August 27, 2026
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Cyndi Holman called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with 53 members and 5 guests present.  Our guests were:

1. Becky Hintz
2. Sharon Gent
3. Jennifer L.
4. Rita Casiar
5. Melissa Krogmen (she wants to join the guild)

General Business:

1. July minutes were approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report:

a. For extended details please contact Penny Peterson.
b. Income totaled $1,306.00  

i. Dues - $15.00
ii. Scholarship donation - $60.00
iii. Picnic - $230.00
iv. Donations (free table) - $56.00 THANK YOU FOR CONTRIBUTING
v. Fall Retreat - $945.00

c. Expenses were $1,178.00
i. Spring Retreat - $118.00
ii. Scholarship donation to Keith Nelson - $1,060.00

Committees:

      1. Caring Quilts:

a. Debi Saliman returned
b. Five tubs of fabric donated to the guild
c. 8 ½” x 10 ½ fabric
d. Orphan blocks organized by color and theme
e. Volunteers needed to sew together for donation quilts

       2. Hope West quilts displayed in lobby:  

i. August:  Pat Clark
ii. September:  Penny Peterson

        3. Library Display Quilts: Gail Fox

i. July:  Carolyn Ray
ii. August:  Cyndi Holman

4. Library / History:  Karla Gilbert:
a. Rearranged the library books to make it easier to locate the one you want

5. Fall Sewing Retreat:  Patty Hunter:
a. Fall retreat dates:  October 8, 9, and 10.
b. The cost is $45, due at sign-up.
c. The fire fighters have left and the room has been redecorated.
d. Plans are on track

6. The Quilt Fairy(s) will quilt the top and return for the completion of the binding.  All quilts given to Miss Fairy are 
for donations through the Friendship Quilt Guild and boutique.  Member must provide:

a. Finished quilt top
b. Batting (Caring Quilts has extra, if you need it)
c. Backing that has an added 4” on all four sides.  This is necessary for using the long arm machines.

7. Cyndi has 1000+ orphan squares.  The squares are being arranged by color combinations and themes to make 
lots of donation and boutique quilts.  Please volunteer to help complete the massive project.
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Program:  Margaret Noah:

1 SEPTEMBER - AFTER MEETING SEW-IN:  Denise Betts made a sample and will provide instruction to 
make Hug-a-Shawls.   Bring you machines and supplies.  The comforting shawls will be donated to the 
Cancer Center in memory of Cathy Romaniello.  September is cancer awareness month.  Let’s all 
participate! 

2 October – Bonnie Bucknam will share about Guatemala fabrics, etc.

3 November – Toys and quilts for Dolphin House.

Guild Mini Bazaar - $10 per table.  Sales before the meeting, during snack, and after the meeting.

4 December – Cookie Exchange!

August Program:

Jan Vanderweist – Retired owner of Quilters Cottage presents:

Telling Your Story in Fabric:  Labels can provide a permanent record for your family, genealogists, and 
museum curators.  Every label should include:

a. Your name and signature
b. When it was made
c. Title of the quilt
d. Name of square
e. Who the quilt was made for
f. Any special information or story about the quilt, quilter, or recipient is an appreciated bonus

1. If using muslin, ALWAYS prewash it and be sure to sew the label to the quilt.  No iron on.
2. For writing, use permanent ink pens, permanent paint, or embroidery with thread.

Verna Mullett – Ribbon Winner!

A review of the “Dear Jane” quilt.  Verna shared about the multiple techniques used, including hand 
applique, quilting, and design matching on the back of the quilt.  Each square was made individually, 
using civil war style fabrics.  She received the Judges Merit Award for Excellence.  

“Laurel Ridge Quilt” was created from a Rickie Tims class.  Glenda Davis provided the quilting expertise.

Debbie Martinez – Self-taught long arm quilter and ribbon winner 2026

She has been quilting for 5-6 years.  The ladies in her family taught her.  Since 2023, Debbie has been 
developing her long arm skills.  Her award-winning quilt was from a kit.  She uses a computer program to 
put her design ideas directly on the quilt photo.  She quilts section by section and frequently changes the 
color of the thread.  She works 5 – 10 hours a day designing, preparing the quilt top for the long arm, and 
custom quilting.  The process takes over 2 weeks per quilt.

Denise Betts – Self-taught free motion quilter.

“Quilted Hugs” are wraps with pockets designed for the cancer center.  Patients receiving infusions often 
are cold.  The nurses helped with the design.

Wraps are 66” across to include the neck and arms.  The back is flannel.  3 ½ yards are needed and must 
be prewashed BEFORE THE SEPTEMBER MEETING SEW-IN.  No batting is needed.
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Black Canyon Quilt Show (BCQS):

1  It’s time to think about 2027.  

i. Annual Meeting September 19; 9 a.m.; Police Station
ii. A minimum of 29 members from Friendship are needed to attend the meeting.
iii. Need new volunteers to run for offices:  President, Vice President, Publicity (Karla needs an 

assistant.  She will train.) Hospitality (food trucks).

2  2027 Raffle quilt is at the quilters.  The top to the 2028 quilt is finished.  Great       preparation ladies!

Other Meeting Announcements:

1.Jean Hatfield – Western Slope Button Club meetings are the 3rd Tuesday morning, at the US Bank 
conference room.  $5 membership fee.  Learn how to make buttons into jewelry with Katrina.

a.  Jean is holding an open house sale of button from 1-4pm; July 25 and 26, plus July 31 and 
August 1.

1. Sherilyn Cook – Bloomin’ Featherweight sewing group will meet September 11 (due to the holiday).  
Traditionally the meeting is the 1st Friday of the month, 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., in the DMEA conference room.  
Surprise drawing at noon.

2. Kim Lindel – Needlework group meets the 3rd Wednesday, at Penny Peterson’s home; 10am-12pm
3. Ami Krenzel – Round Table Quilters meets 2nd Tuesday, 1 – 3 p.m., at US Bank conference room.
4. Denise Betz – Celebrate Halloween with Denise to make paper piecing Christmas ornaments.  More details 

to follow.

Announcements: 

1. Sherilyn Cook is having a garage sale of fabric, etc. You name the price.  Items not sold will go to the Indian 
Reservation.

2. Bonnie Bucknam is participating in a show in Ridgway.  Let’s go!

Hello,

I'm hoping you'll have time to stop by and see my solo exhibition in Ridgway, Colorado, at 610 
Arts Collective, 610 Clinton Street, Ridgway, Colorado. The exhibit runs September 1 through 
25. Gallery hours are Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday Noon-3pm, Most Sundays Noon-
3pm (call ahead 970.318.0308). There will be an Artist Reception on First Friday, September 
4 from 5-7pm. I hope to see you there.
Bonnie Bucknam

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F610%2BClinton%2BStreet%2C%2BRidgway%2C%2BColorado%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cae3e4b0b9ccd49231ea408df0773ef06%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639237866663120191%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CSeF85z%2FeBB%2BmPNLhuXES0n9nEOfXV3FMV%2Ft6wCnIE8%3D&reserved=0
tel:(970)%20318-0308


The Handwork Group will meet the 3rd Wednesday of this 
month at Penny Peterson’s house at

 1127 Five Mile Creek Ave..

at 10 a.m.  Sept. 16th is the next meeting. 
Contact Kim Lindel for more information.
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Committee chairs and related activity coordinators are reminded to send 

Deanna Chronister updates by the 10th of each month or SOONER. 

Those include but aren’t limited to Caring Quilts, Fundraising, Hope 

West Quilt, Hospitality, Library Quilt, Library,  Retreat, Sunshine, 

Programs, Handwork small group, and Improv small group.

REMEMBER!  REMEMBER! REMEMBER!

HANDWORK GROUP

Round Table Quilters

Experienced quilters interested 
in exchanging ideas and 

developing our own voice. 
Meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the 
Community Room at US Bank 

located at 
1500 East Oak Grove. 

Oct.13th is the next meeting. 

Let’s talk about Facebook!
 Friendship Quilters of Western Colorado has a 

private Facebook group? If you are a guild member 

go to our Facebook page (Friendship Quilters of 

Western Colorado) and request to join. We would 

love to see you post your projects there!

Fall Retreat – October 8-10, 2026
Ouray County Event Center 

in Ridgway

Cost: $45
Retreat will happen at the Ouray County 
Fairgrounds in Ridgway. Firefighters are 

clearing out of the facility soon. 
Contact: Patty Hunter for mote details

(970)901-1456
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UPCOMING  EVENTS

Thursday, Sept. 24

September meeting will spotlight 
Ami Krenzel’s quilts.  She will talk 
about participating in guild 
challenges and Ami will announce 
the guild 2027 challenge.

Sew-In after the meeting to make 
“Quilted Hugs” with Denise Betts. 
Stay and sew on the  Quilted Hug 
donation to the Cancer 
Center.  Don’t worry Denise will 
be there to talk us through this 
project.  Bring your sewing 
machine and supplies.  Pack a 
lunch because we will be busy. 
Pattern info for the Quilted Hug is 
on page 7, the next page.

You can sign up for a Holiday 
Bazaar table beginning at the 
September meeting. The cost of 
one table is $10.00.  This was a fun 
event last year! We have space for 
12 tables only in our meeting 
room.  I (Margaret Noah) will 
collect money at the September 
meeting.

Thursday, Oct. 22

Bonnie Bucknam
In 2008, on a Nancy Crow Textile 

Tour of Guatemala, the group 
visited an orphanage in the 

village of Santa Apolonia, near 
Solola. That visit inspired Bonnie 

to make bed quilts for the 
children who lived there. Over 
the next 3 years, Bonnie and 

friends worked on the 
“Guatemala Bound” project. In 
2012, they delivered the last of 

100 quilts to the orphanage. 
From 2012 – 2018 they sent 

another 200+ quilts to Mayan 
Families’ Children in Need 

program in Panajachel, 
Guatemala. Bonnie’s program 

will highlight the quilts and the 
exquisite textile crafts of 

Guatemala.
 

Thursday, Nov. 19

Toys and quilts for 
Dolphin House.

Guild Mini Bazaar - 
$10 per table.  Sales 
before the meeting, 
during snack, and 
after the meeting.

PROGRAMS  /  THE BIG STITCH IN ‘26!

First, a big thank you to Verna and Debbie for sharing their prize-winning quilts with 
us.  Quilt stories and members in our guild spotlight are the best way to get to know a 
quilter.  Thank you, Jan, for talking about how important quilt labels are.  And thank you 
Denise for all your hard work on the Quilted Hug project.

I will not be returning next year as the Program Chair.  Do you have lots of ideas?  Like 
working with the best quilters on the Western Slope?  Do you have a friend that could 
work with you as co-chair?  It’s important to know that you will be the second most 
important part of the meeting, SNACKS are first!  I will help you with any questions and 
planning a year's worth of Guild meetings.  You know how to find me, so get in touch and 
let’s get started on 2027!  

Thank you, Margaret Noah

Announcements from Margaret Noah:



7

From the Quilt Fairy:

The Summer’s winding down and “Quilting 
Season” is coming!

Get creative juices flowing and keep your 
machines a-humming!

The Fairy Flutter is eager to see what beauty 
you’ll create

We’re ready for your quilts, and really....just 
can’t wait!

September 24th’s the day to bring your quilts 
to Jean

She’ll get those quilts to us and we’ll remain 
UNSEEN!

QUILT FAIRY NEWS FLASH!!

The Fairy Flutter wishes to remind 
everyone that quilts to be donated to 
the Dolphin House Quilts-N-Toys Event in 
November can also get the magic Quilt 
Fairy treatment! Don’t wait till October to 
submit them for quilting--contact Jean 
Hatfield to arrange for pick-up or drop off 
ASAP! The Fairies are ready!!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://freepngimg.com/png/32520-sunflower-free-download
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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UFO Challenge in 2026!

We brought back the UFO Challenge!  Not a spaceship, but an UnFinished 

Object! (ha-ha).  Members will earn 1 ticket for each finished quilted item and 

an additional 2 tickets if the item is donated to Caring Quilts or the Boutique. 

There will be a drawing for prizes in December.  Contact Margaret Noah if you 
have any questions.  

Button Club

October 2026 Announcement
  Western Slope Button Club welcomes 
anyone interested in learning about 
buttons, collecting buttons, making art 
with buttons, or just appreciating the 
beauty of buttons! Come see what 
we’re all about - bring some buttons to 
show, to trade, or to inquire about. If 
you have buttons to donate---we would 
LOVE to have them!!
We meet monthly, on the 3rd Tuesday 
at the US Bank Building - Oak Grove & 
Townsend, upstairs. 10:00am-
noon. Next Meeting: September 15.
Contact Jean Hatfield with 
questions: jehat310@gmail.com

When: Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 10:00 am-noon. 

BloominFeatherweights Club

A Note From Sherilyn Cook: 

The Featherweight group will meet at the DMEA meeting room in the DMEA 

BUILDING, 11925 6300 RD, in Montrose from 9-4:30.  You do not need a 

Featherweight to join us. All are welcome. Bring your own lunch and drinks.

Meeting Dates:  

            Sept. 11         Oct. 16          Nov. 13         Dec.. 4

November will be a fabric exchange.

December is a potluck lunch together.

mailto:jehat310@gmail.com


We had 53 members at the February  

                               meeting and 5 guests.
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COMMUNITY QUILTS

Library Hope West

What’s in the Library?

This Oriental Garden quilt was 
created and quilted by

 Sharri Blackwelder. 

Summer Daze by 
Penny Peterson

Panel quilts seem to be all the rage. If you are new to this 

trend or have panels you can’t decide what to do with, 

Learn to Quilt With Panels by Carolyn S. Vagts may help 

you out. Carolyn says panels have endless possibilities if 

you use your imagination. Panels are great for bed quilts, 

baby quilts, lap quilts and wall hangings. Because panels 

and their accompanying fabric collections are constantly 

changing, the book presents guidelines for using them, 

rather than actual patterns, so any quilt you create will be 

uniquely yours. Some panels are designed to be used as a 

center focal point while others are intended for project 

elements. The author shows numerous possible layouts 

and teaches the use of graph paper for designing creative 

layouts. The book provides several sizes of copyable graph 

papers and guides readers through their use in designing 

personal layouts. In addition to general tips and 

instructions, numerous quilt photos are shown for 

inspiration.
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BLACK CANYON QUILT SHOW NEWS

The annual meeting for BCQS is on Sept 19th at the community room of the Montrose Police Dept. at 9 
AM.  We need to have 29 members in attendance to have a quorum and be able to vote in a new board.  We 
currently have a few positions open for new people to join in on the planning for the 2027 show.  If you are 
interested in joining the board, please give me a call and let me know.  I will also answer any questions 
about the positions.  My phone number is 970-708-8550. Black Canyon Quilt Show (BCQS):

    *Annual Meeting September 19; 9 a.m.; Police Station
    *A minimum of 29 members from Friendship are needed to attend the meeting.
    *Need new volunteers to run for offices:  President, Vice President, 
     Publicity (Karla needs an assistant. She will train.)    Hospitality (food trucks).

Carolyn Ray
BCQS President 2026

A Note From Carolyn Ray



2026 
Totals

2025 
Totals Preferred Size  + Info

Quilts Received from Guild Members Distributed 
to:

121 115

San Juan Cancer Center 3 8 Twin and Lap

Dolphin House 3 47 + 
toys

Twin

Hope West 1 6 Patriotic Only

Life Choices 11 8 Baby Only

Community Options 2 3 Bright Colored Lap Size

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 4 47” x 83” (provides a 4” drop n all sides for a 39x75x6” mattress – no more than an 8” 
drop on all sides is requested), twin mattress pads, sheet sets, pillows, fleece blankets

Haven House 2 2 Twin, Lap, Baby

180 Ministries (House of Promise) 2 2

Casa 4 8 Full Size bed and throws

Crisis Mental Health Center 1 10 Twin and Lap to be used in an 18  bed facility and common area; occasional 
gift to someone in need

Hilltop 4 10

Montrose Memorial Hospital 33 1 Baby Blankets

Boutique 1 2 Proceeds will be donated to BCQS and charity of choice for the year

Valley Manor 1

Other 51 4 51 pillowcases for casa

11

CARING QUILT NEWS

Thank you to guild members for your generosity! 

SUNSHINE

Do you know anyone in need of a little 

“sunshine”? Please contact Verna Mullet.

Quilts from August

June Caring Quilts: 1 lap quilt to the San Juan Cancer Center and 2 lap quilt to Hilltop

July Caring Quilts:  1 lap quilt to 180 Ministries

You can sign up for a Holiday Bazaar table beginning at 
the September meeting.  

The cost of one table is $10.00.  
This was a fun event last year!
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QUILT EVENTS ... and more!
For an extensive list of quilt shows around the country, 

click on the link to the website: https://ronatheribbiter.com/

International Quilt Festival Houston, TX Nov 12 – Nov 15

AQS QuiltWeek Lancaster Lancaster, PA Sept 16 – Sept 19

Note the date change for the International Quilt Festival in Houston. Quilt Festival is still happening in 
Houston. However, there is no longer a Quilt Market for shops the week before. 

What quilt show is on your bucket list? Check out this website to see lots of options!!

Lehi, Utah at Thanksgiving Point     Sept. 18 - 19Garden of Quilt (Riley Blake Event)

Sept, 24-26Boulder County Fairgrounds, 
9595 Nelson Rd, Longmont

NNMQG QUILT FIESTA 2026

NNMQG QUILT FIESTA 2026
Friday and Saturday, 
October 2 & 3, 2026Santa Fe Convention Center

United in Stitches Quilt Show Aurora, OR Oct 9 – Oct 18

Prairie Star Quilt Guild Wheaton, IL Oct 16 – Oct 17

https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival/quilt-festival-houston/
https://www.quiltweek.com/
https://thanksgivingpoint.org/events/garden-of-quilts/
https://www.nnmqg.org/quilt-fiesta.html
https://www.nnmqg.org/quilt-fiesta.html
https://www.auroracolony.org/
https://psqg.org/2026-quilt-show/


SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ladybugz Shop is 
closed, but the long 

arm services will 
continue. 
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