
Board 2025 Committee Chairs

President: Cyndi Holman

Vice President: Bonnie Bucknam

Secretary: Gail Sosa

Treasurer: Susan Werner

Hospitality Chair: Nancy 

Williams and Sharon Yannacone

Newsletter Editor: Deanna 

Chronister

Program Chair: Jean Hatfield

Caring Quilts: Lorraine DesJardins

Historian: Karla Gilbert

Hope West Quilt: Jan Williams

Library Quilt:  Gail Fox

Library: Karla Gilbert

Quilt Show Liaison: Mary Ross

Retreat: Barb Crossan

Sunshine: Susie Quesnel

Fundraising: Kim Lindel

Scholarship: Trish Knostman, 

Carol Peterson, and Margie Kramer

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Cyndi Holman | November 2025 

“Greetings from my sewing room, where I’m watching College Gameday, sewing string 
blocks, and writing my article for the newsletter.  I have some wonderful news:  
Margaret Noah has volunteered to be our Programs Chair for 2026!  She has voluminous 
expertise and experience in this role – and we will be the better for it.  Be sure to thank 
her the next time you see her.  I’m sure she would love some backup – so if you were 
considering stepping up to do something for this guild, give the Programs Committee a 
boost by volunteering.  One other committee position that really needs someone is 
Caring Quilts.  Lorraine will be leaving us around April.  She will happily assist the new 
chair in learning the ropes until then.  
Are you a procrastinator?  I know I am.  At least most of the time.  For example, I have a 
month between deadlines for this article – and yet I put it off until the last couple of 
days.  I need to get a book or toy to go with the quilt I will be giving to Dolphin House – 
at least I have a few weeks for that. Speaking of Dolphin House – if you are donating a 
quilt and toy or book, please put them in a gift bag or similar so they can stay together 
for transport and storage. 
If you can think of a place we can use for our retreat, talk to Barb Crossan. While we 
have enjoyed using the Ouray County Event Center in Ridgway, it is becoming more of a 
possibility that we won’t be able to return. We need room for about 25 people, plus 
some extra tables, and access to a kitchen (sink, microwave, refrigerator). Put your 
thinking caps on and see what you can come up with.”
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Friendship Quilters of Western Colorado      P.O. Box 3371     Montrose, Colorado 81402

GUILD JOBS

Front Table: Ingrid Todd, Cheryl 
Zabriskie

Snacks: Carol Soderquist, Ingrid 
Todd, Carolyn Ray, Terri McDermott

Quilt Holders: Gail Purnell

Welcome:  Bonnnie Eagan



At the November 20th meeting,  we will have a Holiday Gift Mini-Bazaar 
featuring handmade items from 9 of your fellow Friendship Quilters! Come 
see what these talented women have to offer. Bring cash and your 
checkbook. Some vendors may take credit cards. You'll be able to shop the 
Bazaar before and after the meeting and during our snack break. It's a great 
way to finish up your holiday shopping!
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Committee chairs and related activity coordinators are reminded to send Deanna Chronister 

updates by the 10th of each month or SOONER. Those include but aren’t limited to Caring 

Quilts, Fundraising, Hope West Quilt, Hospitality, Library Quilt, Library,  Retreat, Sunshine, 

Programs, Handwork small group, and Improv small group.

REMEMBER!  REMEMBER! REMEMBER!

Announcement!

QUILT EVENTS ... and more!

For an extensive list of quilt shows around the 

country, click on the link to

the website: https://ronatheribbiter.com/

Let’s talk about Facebook. Who 

would be interested in joining 

a private Facebook group for the 

Friendship Quilters of Western 

Colorado? 

Remember to bring your Dolphin 
House quilt and toy in a gift bag!

Paint Chip Challenge

1) Choose 2 paint chips.
2) Add a 3rd color if you find it absolutely necessary.
3) Try hard to limit your palette to ONLY these colors.
4) Create a completed quilted project with an 80-inch MINIMUM perimeter (no 

maximum size).
5) If making placemats, make a set of 4.
6) Reveal will be March 26, 2026 Guild meeting. 
7) Pin your pain chips to your project for the reveal. 
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SUNSHINE

Do you know anyone in need of a little 

“sunshine”? Please contact Susie Quesnel by 

emailing susieq57@ymail.com.

UPCOMING  EVENTS
Thursday, November 20

• Wear BROWN
• Dolphin House  Annual 

Quilt and Toy Parade!
• Bazaar Fundraiser 
      (Bring Cash!)  10l members will 
set up at tables full of items to sell 

Thursday, December 18

• Wear your SPARKLY Holiday 
finery for a prize drawing 
ticket! 

• Show a project that has 
SNOW or SNOWFLAKES in it 
for an additional ticket.  

• Our Prize Drawing will take 
place at this meeting so get 
your tickets in the jar!

Thursday, January 22

• New Member Tea

• Celebration of New 
Members from 2025

• Bring a tea cup or mug
• New members are invited 

to share their quilt story 
and a couple of quilts

You Can  Do It!!!!

We need a person or 2, even 3 to take 
over  the Caring Quilts position.  It is with 

great sadness that Lorraine DesJardins 
cannot continue filling this position.  She 

is still available to guide and train 
someone before she moves. Please, 

please, please consider helping the guild 
with this job. Grab a friend and do it 

together. The more the merrier!

You can do it! You can do it!

Fleece Wanted!
Sue Sharman is seeking small print or solid colored fleece yardage 
and scraps for her friend, Sandy Longmore, who makes hundreds 
of stuffed fleece animals for charity each year. Recipients of some 

of the animals have been children on the Navajo reservation at 
Chinle and locally through Sharing Ministries.

Give fleece to Sue or Karla Gilbert at Guild meetings.
Thank you for your help.



January 22 Meeting
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PROGRAMS  /  QUILTING IS ALIVE IN ‘25!

November 20 Meeting

The color of the month is BROWN.  Bring a Thanksgiving themed table runner, placemat, 
potholder or apron for another Prize ticket.

 Our main event, however, will be the 5th Annual Quilt and Toy Parade to benefit Dolphin 
House, our local child advocacy center.  A quilt of any size or theme, with a toy or book to 
coordinate is such a welcome and appreciated donation to the children and families 
served by Dolphin House.  Please bring your quilt and toy in a gift bag. Click on this link 
(HERE) to learn more about Dolphin House. 

There will be a “Holiday Gift Mini-Bazaar” featuring handmade items from 9 of 
your fellow Friendship Quilters! 

January is dedicated to celebrate our new members!

We will be having our new member tea to celebrate those
who joined Friendship in 2025.  New members please bring a 
couple of your quilts to share and also share with us a little 

bit about your quilting story. We are so glad you are here!! 
Bring a tea cup or mug for your tea. 

More details to follow as we get closer to January. 

Wear your SPARKLY Holiday finery for a prize drawing ticket! Show a project that has 

SNOW or SNOWFLAKES in it for an additional ticket.  Our Prize Drawing will take 

place at this meeting so get your tickets in the jar!

Our program will start with a Cookie Exchange so find your favorite Christmas Cookie 

recipe soon!  Enjoy munching on some of those goodies as we watch a fascinating 

video of the creation of artist Ree Nancarrow’s amazing quilt installation, “Seasons of 

Denali”, constructed for the Eielson Visitor Center in Denali National Park, Alaska.  

December 18 Meeting

GOBBLE!GOBBLE!

https://dolphinhousecolorado.org/


We had 52 members at the October 

                                 meeting and 1 guest! 

                                 It was great to see so many in attendance! 
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Member Attendance

and Guests!

What’s in the Library?

Your quilt top is mostly finished. Does it need a border?
Maybe, or maybe not. Should it be a simple one or two strip wide 

border, or is “something more” needed? If you are interested in 

trying a pieced border, this book, The Border Workbook by  Janet 

Kime is loaded with information about border size, making a pieced 

border fit your quilt with the help of “coping strips,” and a number of 

sample borders to consider. Cutting and piecing directions are 

included for making  the 27 presented borders, most in several 

sizes. Paper piecing options are also given for some of the border 

options, also in multiple sizes. Border patterns range from the 

simple to the more complex. Most are strip pieced to go together 

quickly. Ideas for how to pick an appropriate border pattern are 

provided. Sample yardages are included so you can estimate how 

much additional fabric is needed. Suggestions are given for what to 

do if you need to substitute a fabric when you don’t have enough 

left from the quilt top.

COMMUNITY QUILTS

Library

Quilt made by Robyn Starns.

Hope West

“Swallows” by Jan Willims



Following the Annual Meeting, the Board held its first 
meeting to select the show name and challenge 
category theme and requirements. In keeping with the 
nation’s 250th birthday and Colorado’s 150th, “Colorful 
Colorado” was chosen for the show name.

 “My Colorado” was chosen for the Challenge 

Category. Quilts entered in this special quilt show 
category should reflect whatever comes to mind when 
you think of Colorado.  Get your creative juices flowing! 
Challenge Category Rules are:
1. The quilt must be the entrant’s original design—no 
kits or full patterns used.
2.The quilt must be totally made by the entrant, 
including the quilting.
3. The perimeter must be 120 inches or less.

 Charisma Horton will be the featured instructor at the 

July quilt show. She will be teaching a full day Friday 
class and a half day class on Saturday. Watch for further 
information and check out the details provided on the 
Black Canyon website, blackcanyonquiltshow.com. 
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BLACK CANYON QUILT SHOW NEWS

Challenge Quilt for 2026 at the Black Canyon Quilt Show is
"My Colorado.” Your quilt should reflect what comes to mind 
when you think of Colorado.
Challenge Specifics:
Original design idea: It must be your own idea, not a kit or full 
pattern. The contestant must complete the entire quilt.
Under 120” in perimeter or smaller.

Judging Day  
July 8, 2026
Set-Up Day  
July  9, 2026
Show Dates:

July 10, 11, 12, 2026

Theme: “Colorful Colorado”

At the Annual Meeting in September the proposed bylaw changes were approved and the 
following were elected to the Board for the 2026 Quilt Show.

Officers:
President: Carolyn Ray
Vice President: Ami Krenzel
Secretary:          Deborah Lazear
Treasurer:          Austin Ray
Committee Chairs:
Boutique:          Kim Lindel
Data Entry:       Glenda Davis
Education:        Judy Kennedy
Hospitality:       Barb Crossan
Judges:             Verna Mullet
Publicity:          Karla Gilbert
Raffle Manager:  Austin Ray
Raffle Manager:  Pat Clark
Ribbons: Ami Krenzel
Social Media: Deanna Chronister
Vendors: Linda Jolley-Richards
Volunteers: Debbie Watkins
Web Manager: Carolyn Ray
Columbine Liaison:   Nancy Ballantyne
Friendship Liaison:   Mary Ross
San Juan Liaison:   Linda Jolley-Richards

http://blackcanyonquiltshow.com/
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CARING QUILT NEWS

Here are the current totals for November. Thank you to guild members for your generosity! 

2025 Totals 2024 Totals Preferred Size  + Info

Quilts Received from Guild Members 
Distributed to:

182

San Juan Cancer Center 6 11 Twin and Lap

Dolphin House 43+ toys Twin

Hope West 6 4 Patriotic Only

Life Choices 7 0 Baby Only

Community Options 2 5 Bright Colored Lap Size

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 4 5 47” x 83” (provides a 4” drop n all sides for a 39x75x6” 
mattress – no more than an 8” drop on all sides is requested), 
twin mattress pads, sheet sets, pillows, fleece blankets

Haven House 2 4 Twin, Lap, Baby

180 Ministries (House of Promise) 2 6

Casa 4 40 Full Size bed and throws

Crisis Mental Health Center 10 8 Twin and Lap to be used in an 18  bed facility and 
common area; occasional gift to someone in need

Hilltop 7 7

Montrose Memorial Hospital 1 9 Baby Blankets

Boutique Proceeds will be donated to BCQS and charity of choice for 
the year

Chinle 10

Other 4 13

Twelve quilts were collected at October guild meeting.

• Two throws CASA
• Two throws Haven House
• Two Lap quilts Crisis Center
• Two throws House of Promise (180) Ministries
• Two Lap quilts Valley Manor
• One Lap quilt Hilltop Family Resource
• One baby quilt Montrose Regional Hospital

Lorraine Desjardins



Check out what is going on at the Montrose Center 
for Arts with our own Bonnie Bucknam!

There is a special reception Thursday, 
Nov. 13 from 5 to 7 p.m.
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Thank You!
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